
Before you write your essay: 
Name 3 good friends or siblings and a strong character trait exemplified by each.  
 
Paragraph I, Introduction, 5–7 sentences 
Get the reader’s attention in one sentence. Then introduce the topic of friendship in general in three 
to five sentences. Close with a thesis statement in one sentence. 

§ Write a grabber sentence—an fascinating thought about friendship 
§ Write about friendship in general: how friendships form, the importance of friendship, the 

influence of friends on one another.  
§ Conclude this paragraph with the thesis statement. The thesis sentence should include the 

three main themes for the next three paragraphs in the order they will appear in the essay. The 
order may be chronological (the order in which the friendships entered your life) or the order 
of their influence or importance in your life). Be sure not to pit friends against each other if 
they will read the essay. 

Example: My closest friends teach me wisdom, perseverance and truthfulness by their example. 
 

 Paragraph II – IV, Three Influential Friendships, 5–7 sentences each 
Develop these next three paragraphs by discussing an influential character trait of three different 
friends—one friend and his or her one positive character trait per paragraph. Choose a different trait 
for each friend. Use examples to support your ideas.  

§ Open each paragraph with a topic sentence that mentions the name of the friend and his/her 
most influential character trait. 

§ In each paragraph describe briefly how you met your friend or how you are related to 
him/her. Name the character trait that you admire in the friend. 

§ Give examples of events or circumstances when that character trait was lived out before you. 
Be descriptive. 

§ Describe how that positive character trait has most influenced or encouraged you. 
§ Close each paragraph with a clincher sentence. 

 
Paragraph V, Conclusion, 7–9 sentences 

§ Restate the impact of the three friendships in the order they appear in your essay with one 
summery sentence about each friend (three sentences).  

§ Introduce Jesus as your most significant Friend and share why you love Him (1–3 sentences). 
§ Write a personal application describing how you can be a more faithful friend with specific, 

attainable goals (three sentences). 
 
Choose a title and add pictures of you and your friends. 

Associate yourself with men of good quality if you esteem your own reputation; 
For 'tis better to be alone than in bad company. 

George Washington 

friendship 


